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Press Release
TIME MAGAZINE, through the Myanmar Embassy in 
Singapore, has proposed to publish an interview entitled 
“The Future of Myanmar”, incorporating the Myanmar 
Government’s efforts “in safeguarding the historic 
role of the State in non-disintegration of the Union, in 
achieving national solidarity and peace and stability in 
the country as well as the success in the Peace Talks”.

As Time Magazine is regarded as a reputable media 
outlet, the President of the Republic of the Union of My-
anmar decided to receive Journalist Charlie Campbell 
and to have an interview with him, in order to respond 

Time Magazine and the journalist Charlie Campbell 
have published an article contrary to established media 
ethics and the initial agreement made between concerned 
parties. Moreover, the article highlighted the writing, 

constructively to their proposal. However, when it was 
published on Time Magazine’s online media platform, it 
was written as an article, instead of an interview, and did 
not reflect the actual Q and A. Moreover, the article, un-
fortunately, included non-constructive writing, interviews 
with other individuals and unfounded commentaries.

which will have negative impacts on Myanmar and its 
ruling government by the international community. 
(The interview between the President of Myanmar and 
Journalist Charlie Campbell is published on page 5.)

Therefore, as the writing and publication by journal-
ist Charlie Campbell of Time Magazine are contrary to 
journalistic ethics, the Information Team of Myanmar 
has denounced his actions in this regard.

Myanmar Information Team
23 September 2026

Charlie Campbell
Editor-at-Large, Time Magazine

CHARLIE Campbell joined TIME in 2013 and has since 
served as a Correspondent and Editor based in Hong 
Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, London, and Singapore. He has 
covered many of the world’s biggest stories, reporting 
from Wuhan at the outbreak of the pandemic, the refugee 
exodus from the Ukraine war, the Christchurch Mosque 
Massacre, and the death of Queen Elizabeth II. A native 
of London, England, Campbell has written over two dozen 
TIME Cover stories on topics ranging from Quantum 
Computing to a profile of the Dalai Lama. He has also 
interviewed countless heads of state and government – 
ten during 2024 alone – as well as Asia’s most influential 
business leaders, including Huawei founder Ren Zhengfei, 
Foxconn CEO Terry Gou, and Uniqlo President Tadashi 
Yanai. Campbell is now TIME’s Editor-at-Large based 
in Singapore.

Myanmar moves 
to establish 
framework for ...
FROM PAGE 3

Myanmar has also signed bilateral agreements 
with Russia’s state-owned corporation Rosatom 
covering nuclear technology development and has 
jointly organized annual science festivals with Ro-
satom, with another festival planned for early De-
cember this year.

Following a presentation on implementation 
progress by Committee Secretary and Union Min-
ister for Science and Technology Dr Myo Thein 
Kyaw and reports by Union ministers heading the 
respective sub-committees, the President delivered 
the closing remarks and concluded the meeting. — 
MNA/TH

Vice-President visits Union National Races Village (Yangon)
VICE-PRESIDENT of the 
Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar Nan Ni Ni Aye, 
accompanied by Union 
Minister U Than Maung, 
Yangon Region ministers 
and officials, inspected the 
Union National Races Vil-
lage (Yangon) in Thakay-
ta Township yesterday 
morning.Upon arrival, the 
Vice-President enjoyed tra-
ditional songs and perfor-
mances, including the tra-
ditional Kayin ‘Don’ dance, 
presented by Kayin ethnic 
people and the Kayin Lit-
erature and Culture Asso-
ciation. She then presented 
flower bouquets and cash 
prizes to the performers. 

At the meeting hall, 
the Vice-President said 
that she visited there to 
observe the preservation 
and presentation of the tra-

ditional cultures of ethnic 
nationalities and to provide 
support for their develop-
ment. She highlighted that 
bringing together the cul-
tural heritage and traditions 
of different ethnic groups in 
one place will help young-
er generations learn about 
and preserve their cultural 
heritage, while also promot-
ing mutual understanding, 
friendship and the spirit of 
the Union.

She also emphasized 
the Union National Rac-
es Village’s potential to 
support education and re-
search, promote local prod-
ucts and traditional handi-
crafts, create employment 
opportunities, and contrib-
ute to tourism and regional 
economic development. She 
called for continued upgrad-
ing of the site to ensure its 
long-term sustainability and 
international standards.

Union Minister U Than 
Maung briefed the village’s 
objectives, organizational 
structure, location, infra-
structure, annual budget 
allocations, development 
plans and upgrading pro-
jects.The Vice-President 
then inspected various 
sites within the village, in-
cluding the Viewing Tower, 
traditional ethnic houses, 
traditional food stalls and 
shops, landmark sites, jetty, 
MV-705 vessel, mangrove 
garden and Union Hall.

The Union National 
Races Village (Yangon) 
was opened on 28 Decem-
ber 2002 to showcase the 
diverse cultural traditions of 
Myanmar’s ethnic national-
ities in one place, strength-
ening the Union spirit and 
promoting national unity. 
— MNA/KTZH 

Vice-President Nan Ni Ni Aye is pictured during her 
inspection tour yesterday.
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PRESIDENT U Min Aung Hlaing responded to questions from Charlie Campbell, journalist for Time Magazine, at the President’s Office in Nay Pyi Taw on the 
morning of 28 August.

Time Magazine - I’m very grateful for 
your time today. I think it is a great 
opportunity to explain Myanmar’s 
current situation and many recent 
ties with the West, especially the US, 
regarding your presidency, your lead-
ership and your goals in Myanmar. I’m 
very grateful for your time, and we 
would be able to talk candidly about 
some of the issues recently in the 
country.

President - I’m also very glad to meet with 
you. To my knowledge, “Time Maga-
zine” is a very famous and straight-
forward media. That’s why I agree 
your team today, and this opportunity 
provides you to explore the current 
developments of our country. As I learn 
about Time Magazine, I have a great 
impression of your media, which is 
better compared with other Western 
media. I hope for your kind under-
standing, as I have a busy schedule, 
so we can take time to fix the date for 
this exclusive interview. 

Time Magazine - Absolutely, I understand 
you’re very busy. We’re grateful for 
your time today. Thank you.

Q - Your Excellency, to kick off, following 
the election, you’re now Myanmar’s 
President after serving several dec-
ades in the military. How are you 
adjusting to civilian leadership?

A - For me, it is not hard to adjust to civil-
ian life. I have served in the military 
for almost five decades, but my parents 
are civilians. 

		  For your information, all of our 
family members stay together on the 
military campus.  That is why we are 
addressed as a family. Even when the 
military personnel have to serve their 
obligations, like going to the front com-
bat areas, for example, the families 
stay behind on the military campus. 
That means we are already familiar 
with the civilian side and civilian soci-
ety. Actually, the military is part of the 
country. Similarly, family members of 
the military personnel are part of the 
people of Myanmar. That is the first 
point I would like to mention.  

		  Every weekend, the Myanmar 
military, along with family members, 
renders public service to support the 
welfare of civilians, staying very close 
to civilians. Throughout my military 
career, I have been very familiar with 
the civilian side. During my term as 
Commander in Rakhine and Shan 
States, I was most responsible for 
military duties but also for the civil-
ian administration. When the State of 

emergency was announced in 2021, I 
served as the Head of Government, 
and I had to tackle the civilian side. 

	 Regarding your question, I do not need 
to make significant adjustments to be 
in harmony with civilian life.

Q - Are you taking a more military ap-
proach to leadership in civilian life, 
or has your leadership approach as 
a civilian leader changed? 

A - It is quite different. Military leadership 
is quite simple, and it depends on giv-
ing orders. But for civilians, we have 
to use a persuasive and stimulating 
approach. 

		  I also want to add that the com-
mander spirit is applied during mili-
tary operations in combat areas. The 
commander should be strict because 
everything depends on his orders. 
Transitioning from military command 
to civilian leadership is a profound 
shift, so the commander has to keep in 
mind the parental spirit for the admin-
istrative arrangement. When I shift to 
the civilian side, I have to remove all 
the commander leadership and keep 
in mind the parental spirit when I am 
working on the civilian side.  

Q - I understand. Myanmar remains 
kept fighting conflicts. What is your 
plan for bringing the nation to last-
ing peace? Do you feel that the re-
cent allegations of excess force use 
by Myanmar military might hamper 
the process? 

A - Peace is extremely important for our 
country. There have been armed con-
flicts in our country that we have faced 
since we regained independence. This 
is the colonial legacy, the consequenc-
es of colonization. During the colonial 

period, the divide-and-rule policy was 
practised. Consequently, misunder-
standings occurred among national 
races as well as different political ide-
ologies, which should be solved peace-
fully in national races of civilian affairs 
and political affairs. After regaining 
national independence, we firstly prac-
ticed the parliamentary system. After 
that, we practised a centralized gov-
ernment system for many years. Be-
cause of the centralized government 
system, dissatisfaction in terms of 
politics emerged amongst the people 
of Myanmar. After that, we practised 
a multiparty democratic system in 
2011. After the 1988 uprising, we have 
undergone political transformation 
since 1988. Gradually, we transformed 
our political system. 

		  The ethnic groups claim au-
tonomy in terms of politics, and they 
claim democracy. These two aspects 
are already included in the 2008 State 
Constitution. We have been imple-
menting to fulfil these two themes 
– autonomy and democracy since we 
transformed into a civilian govern-
ment in 2011. We make all out efforts 
to peace talks and the peace process. 
Eventually, we signed a peace accord, 
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement 
(NCA), in 2015. It was signed by some 
ethnic armed organizations and non-
state actors. According to the NCA, we 
have to make some amendments in 
the Constitution. So, the Government 
already submitted the amendment 
to the Parliament. The Parliament 
discussed it, and accordingly they will 
amend the Constitution at a certain 
time. According to the developments 
that took place in 2021, Myanmar expe-
rienced violent attacks. The Myanmar 

people want democracy; that’s why we 
successfully held the elections. Within 
the first 100 days, the new Government 
invited all the armed groups for peace 
talks. As of now, more than 4,000 young 
people have returned to the legal fold 
and returned to the embrace of their 
parents. They have already returned 
to their homes. Mostly are from ethnic 
armed groups. Most of them are male, 
and they have poor education. Tak-
ing this opportunity, some politicians 
incited them to become members of 
their armed groups. It is really heart-
breaking to see them fighting in the 
jungle with arms. Actually, they should 
be in the classrooms. That is why we 
consider their future, and we extend 
an invitation for peace talks with us. 
So, I am committed during my term 
of five-year as the President. My focus 
is mainly on the peace process, and I 
truly believe this will achieve success.

Q - Your Excellency, international 
sanctions have frozen hundreds of 
millions of dollars from Myanmar, 
targeting you and your family. How 
does the economic isolation hurt 
the people of Myanmar, and what 
concessions have you prepared to 
seize unlisted?

A - Due to the sanctions, it hurts the bank-
ing system, so also foreign currency 
accounts are restricted for transac-
tions. 

		  Due to the targeted sanctions 
and restrictions, the first thing is that 
we have less foreign direct investment 
in Myanmar. Consequently, we have 
very few job opportunities. Due to the 
transaction barrier, it is very difficult 
to import goods from other countries 
to fulfil the requirements domestically. 
It is quite correct that the sanctions 
have impact to economic sector of 
the country to a certain extent. For 
food security, we have food project 
activities, not too much serious for that 
but for the productivity status, we find 
many difficulties due to the sanctions. 

Q - Thank you, Mr President. What is 
your plan as you have developed 
Myanmar’s economy for the benefit 
of Myanmar people? 

A - As I’ve already mentioned in my pre-
vious answer, we are well enough to 
cover food security. Myanmar intends 
to become a resilient agro-based coun-
try where 70 per cent of the population 
resides in rural areas. Among them, 50 
per cent work in the agriculture and 
livestock sectors. Therefore, we have 

President’s Exclusive Interview with Time Magazine

SEE PAGE 6

Time Magazine’s Editor-at-Large based in Singapore Charlie Campbell interviews 
Myanmar President U Min Aung Hlaing.

INTERVIEW
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the potential to go forward to become 
an agro-based industry, such as cot-
ton and rubber production industries. 
Instead of exporting raw materials, 
we are moving forward to produce 
more value-added products. As we 
can produce more, we can improve the 
socio-economic life of the rural people. 
The next point is the promotion of mi-
cro, small, and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), which occupy 90 per cent of 
the economic sector. During my term, 
I will encourage MSMEs while accel-
erating the production of value-added 
products in Myanmar. 

Q - Obviously, the US Government has 
been quite critical of your govern-
ment so far. How would you like the 
Trump Administration to help the 
people of Myanmar?

A - The United States and Myanmar estab-
lished diplomatic relations in Septem-
ber 1947, so our diplomatic relationship 
is approaching 80 years. Historically, 
our two countries have maintained 
friendly relations. Although we are 
geographically about 13,000 kilometres 
apart, we have had many periods of 
positive and constructive bilateral rela-
tions. However, as Myanmar has gone 
through different political transitions, 
our bilateral relations with the United 
States have also experienced ups and 
downs. I recall that during the Korean 
War and the Vietnam War, Myanmar 
maintained a policy of non-alignment 
and neutrality. We did not become in-
volved in those conflicts. Myanmar is 
currently practising a multiparty dem-
ocratic system, while the United States 
has a long-established democratic sys-
tem. Given our shared commitment 
to democratic principles, we hope 
that the United States can provide 
constructive assistance to Myanmar 
during this period of political transi-
tion. In response to your question, we 
would welcome kind assistance from 
the United States in promoting sta-
bility and peace in Myanmar, as well 
as support for our country’s develop-
ment and democratic practices. We 
believe that constructive engagement 
and cooperation can contribute to a 
more peaceful, stable, and prosperous 
Myanmar. 

		  We would like to urge the United 
States to prevent any potential finan-
cial or other forms of support that could 
contribute to violence in Myanmar. We 
also hope that the United States will 
not provide support to individuals or 
groups that encourage or facilitate vi-
olent attacks inside Myanmar. Second, 
regarding economic sanctions, we re-

quest that the United States review the 
current situation in Myanmar and take 
into consideration the country’s recent 
developments and circumstances. The 
United States has many decades of ex-
perience with democratic governance, 
while Myanmar’s experience with de-
mocracy is relatively recent. Given the 
United States’ extensive experience 
in assessing the political and social 
circumstances of different countries, 
we hope that it will carefully consider 
Myanmar’s particular situation. Af-
ter reviewing the situation and taking 
these circumstances into account, we 
would welcome consideration of easing 
or reducing the economic sanctions 
currently imposed on Myanmar.

Q - Just to clarify, many of the sanctions 
were imposed over alleged human 
rights abuses, including allegations 
of genocide in Rakhine State. Have 
there been any recent developments 
regarding the return of displaced 
people who fled to Bangladesh? This 
is one of the concerns raised by the 
United States.

A - Regarding individual sanctions, I would 
say that the individuals concerned be-
lieve they are acting in the best inter-
ests of the country and its people. Of 
course, people outside the country may 
have different perspectives or inter-
pretations of their actions. However, 
from our perspective, they are carrying 
out their responsibilities in what they 
believe is the best interest of Myan-
mar. Second, regarding the situation 
in Rakhine State, our position is that 
we did not intentionally do anything 
wrong toward the Bengali population. 
We have always maintained that our 
actions were aimed at protecting the 
sovereignty and security of our country 
and the safety of our people. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to 
invite to visit Myanmar and see the 
situation on the ground for themselves. 
It is important to understand the real-
ities directly rather than relying solely 
on information or accounts provided 
by opposition groups. We believe that 
a firsthand assessment of the situa-
tion would provide a more complete 
understanding of the circumstances 
in Rakhine State and help ensure that 
any decisions regarding sanctions are 
based on the realities on the ground.

	 We are addressing the issue of dis-
placed Bengali people in accordance 
with our existing laws and the bilat-
eral agreements between Myanmar 
and Bangladesh. We recognize the 
presence of these people and are com-
mitted to addressing the issue proper-

ly. At present, there are a number of 
practical challenges and constraints. 
Nevertheless, we remain committed 
to resolving the issue through the ex-
isting bilateral agreement.

Q - Myanmar and Russia signed a mil-
itary cooperation agreement. How 
would you describe the relations 
with Moscow?

A - We established diplomatic relations 
with the United States in September 
1947, and with Russia on 16 February 
1948, shortly afterwards, although our 
two countries are geographically about 
6,000 kilometres apart. Historically, 
Russia played an important role in the 
fight against Nazi, while Myanmar also 
fought against fascism for the coun-
try’s independence. Both countries 
have experienced significant political 
changes throughout their respective 
histories. Despite these changes, our 
relations with Russia have remained 
firm and consistent. 

		  The military cooperation agree-
ment is not a particularly significant 
matter in itself. It is mainly focused 
on training and capacity-building. My-
anmar and Russia have maintained 
very good relations for many years. 
Whenever Myanmar has faced difficult 
circumstances, Russia has been ready 
to assist in various forms, including 
scholarships for Myanmar students 
and technical assistance on a non-com-
mercial basis. 

		  At present, Myanmar and Russia 
have bilateral cooperation in several 
areas, including education, healthcare, 
nuclear energy, and space technology. 
As I mentioned, these are areas where 
it has been difficult for us to develop 
cooperation with some other coun-
tries, while Russia has been willing 
to explore and expand bilateral coop-
eration with Myanmar. This is why we 
maintain good relations with Russia. I 
have also visited Russia several times 
to seek and strengthen their support 
and assistance in these areas.

Q - Just to clarify, you seek civilian nu-
clear power. Is there any potential 
for developing nuclear deterrence 
in Myanmar with the assistance of 
Russia? 

A - We intend to use nuclear technology 
solely for peaceful civilian purpos-
es. Our current plan is focused on a 
210-megawatt small modular reactor 
for civilian nuclear power generation. 
We have no intention of using nucle-
ar technology for military purposes. 
We will fully respect and comply with 
relevant international rules and reg-

ulations.

Q - During the state visit to Beijing, you 
signed 18 MOUs with the Chinese 
Government. How importance is 
these Chinese investments for My-
anmar, and obviously there have 
been recent problems at the bor-
ders with guns and narcotics. Are 
you confident that those issues are 
solved? 

A - As neighbouring countries, Myanmar 
and China maintain good relations. 
China is also one of the largest foreign 
investors in Myanmar. At the same 
time, there are challenges related to 
peace and stability in border areas. We 
address these issues through dialogue 
and negotiation via diplomatic chan-
nels. There have been some positive 
developments, while other matters 
are still under discussion and ongoing. 
As neighbouring countries, Myanmar 
and China cannot stand separately 
from one another. Therefore, we seek 
constructive cooperation with China. 
Chinese investment in Myanmar ranks 
among the highest of all foreign in-
vestments in the country. We believe 
that these investments can contribute 
significantly to Myanmar’s economic 
development.

		  We have also introduced a direct 
payment mechanism using yuan and 
kyat. As I mentioned earlier, due to eco-
nomic and financial sanctions imposed 
by the United States and other Western 
countries, we face certain challeng-
es. In response to these challenges, 
Myanmar and China have agreed to 
facilitate bilateral trade through direct 
yuan–kyat payments.  

Q - Do you worry that this could make 
Myanmar more dependent on China, 
to the point that China will be the 
only big nation that you can able to 
trade with?

A - We are not relying solely on China. 
Myanmar maintains diplomatic rela-
tions and engages in trade and eco-
nomic activities with the international 
community. However, as China is our 
neighbouring country, we naturally 
place considerable importance on our 
relationship with China. The same 
applies to India. Myanmar is situat-
ed between two major neighbouring 
countries, China and India.  China has 
provided significant assistance to My-
anmar’s development. Under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, we are cooperat-
ing on the China-Myanmar Economic 
Corridor, which can contribute to My-
anmar’s economic development. At the 
same time, we welcome investment 

President’s Exclusive Interview with Time Magazine
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FROM PAGE 5
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PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker 
U Khin Yi received teach-
ers and students from 
East Yangon University, 
led by Professor Dr Daw 
Khin Cho Cho Oo of the 
Department of Botany, 
who visited on the third 
day of the Third Pyithu 
Hluttaw’s third regular 
session. The meeting was 
held at the meeting hall 
on the second floor of 
Hluttaw Building C yes-
terday afternoon after the 
Pyithu Hluttaw session.

The Pyithu Hluttaw 
Speaker first warmly wel-
comed the teachers and 
students and said that 
their visit would give them 
a better understanding of 
the Hluttaw by allowing 
them to observe the ques-

tions and answers during 
the session.

He explained that, 
after elections held in 
accordance with the dem-
ocratic system, the three 
branches of government 
– the legislative, execu-
tive and judicial branches 
– were established. Par-
liaments represent the 
legislative branch and 
are institutions in which 
elected representatives 
serve the interests of the 
State and its citizens.

He said that My-
anmar has a bicameral 
parliamentary system 
comprising the Pyithu 
Hluttaw and the Amyotha 
Hluttaw, as well as state 
and regional Hluttaws. 
The main responsibilities 

of parliaments are to elect 
State leaders; study, re-
view, amend, supplement 
and repeal existing laws; 
enact new laws as nec-
essary; coordinate with 
the executive and judicial 
branches; make recom-
mendations; and repre-

sent the people by raising 
questions and submitting 
motions in parliament.

He added that parlia-
ment serves as a bridge 
between the people and 
the government and 
that inter-parliamentary 
friendship groups have 

been formed to promote 
cooperation with ASEAN 
and other international 
parliaments. Myanmar 
is also a member of the 
ASEAN Inter-Parliamen-
tary Assembly (AIPA) and 
the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU), through 
which it seeks to strength-
en parliamentary diplo-
macy.

The Speaker said ef-
forts were being made to 
build a parliament that 
enjoys the people’s trust 
and expressed his appre-
ciation for the visitors’ 
interest in the Hluttaw. 
He added that mem-
bers of the public could 
raise matters requiring 
parliamentary attention 
through their represent-

atives from the relevant 
constituencies.

The teachers and stu-
dents then asked ques-
tions about parliamenta-
ry procedures, which the 
Speaker answered.

After the meeting, 
the Speaker personally 
greeted the teachers and 
students.

Also present were Dr 
Nandar Hla Myint, Chair-
man of the Pyithu Hluttaw 
Digital and Science and 
Technology Committee; U 
Thet Naing Oo, Secretary 
of the Pyithu Hluttaw Ed-
ucation Promotion Com-
mittee; Dr Shwe Pyi Soe, 
a committee member; and 
officials from the Pyithu 
Hluttaw Office. — MNA/
MKKS 

and cooperation from all countries. 
If other countries are interested in 
investing in Myanmar, we welcome 
them. I have also visited countries 
including India, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Russia, and Belarus to explore op-
portunities for economic cooperation 
and development. So, we are not de-
pendent solely on China. We seek to 
work with all countries in the interest 
of Myanmar’s development. However, 
because China is our neighbour, coop-
eration is relatively convenient. That 
is why we have greater cooperation 
with China.

Q - Mr President, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi is currently under arrest, and 
her sentence has been reduced from 
33 years to 18 years under your lead-
ership. And 13 years left to serve. 
Is there a possibility of future am-
nesty?

A - We tried our best to avoid reaching 
this situation, but we could not avoid 
it. Regardless of her age, we had to 
take action in accordance with the 
law. The first and most serious issue 
was electoral fraud. In a democratic 
system, a free and credible general 
election is fundamental. Following 
the events of 2021, when I assumed 
responsibility for the state, an investi-
gation was conducted, and its findings 
were made public on the website. Ac-
cording to those findings, there were 
significant irregularities in the elec-

toral process, which contributed to 
the political instability and turmoil 
that followed. We also identified cases 
involving bribery and other offences. 
There were a number of cases, but 
some were not pursued, taking var-
ious circumstances into considera-
tion. Considering her age, I exercised 
my authority to reduce her sentence. 
However, it is difficult to predict what 
may happen in the future. Any further 
consideration of an amnesty or other 
relief will depend on the circumstanc-
es at that time, including her actions 
and conduct.

	 We have also made arrangements to 
provide her with comfortable accom-
modation. We have also allowed her 
to meet with representatives of the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), and photographs of 
those meetings have been released 
publicly. She is being accommodated 
in a house rather than in a prison 
facility. We have taken considerable 
care in making arrangements for her.

Q - Just to clarify, if Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi were released, will she be 
allowed to some political role? 

A - It will depend entirely on her actions 
and circumstances at the time. We 
cannot make any predictions. If the 
conditions are appropriate for con-
sideration, she may have an oppor-
tunity for further relief. Ultimately, it 
will depend on her conduct and the 

circumstances.

Q - You grew up in Mandalay, I believe. 
And your father was an artist. What 
kind of interest as a young man?   

A - My father was an artist, and my par-
ents placed a strong emphasis on 
education. They made sure that I at-
tended school. From an early age, I 
also entered the Buddhist novicehood, 
so I grew up under the guidance and 
teachings of Buddhism. According to 
Buddhist teachings, we are taught to 
respect our elders and show kindness 
and compassion toward younger peo-
ple. These were values that my parents 
instilled in me from childhood. I was 
also fortunate to receive great care 
and guidance from my elders. That 
was the foundation of my childhood 
and the environment I grew up. 

	 I have always been fond of reading, and 
my parents encouraged me to develop 
that habit from a young age. I read all 
kinds of literature, including newspa-
pers, journals, magazines, and novels. 
My parents also encouraged me to 
visit the library, and I often spent my 
free time there reading.  I also enjoyed 
reading together with my friends. I was 
rarely alone; I grew up surrounded by 
friends, and we would discuss things 
together and help one another solve 
problems. These habits have helped 
me greatly in carrying out my respon-
sibilities and duties throughout my life. 
The guidance and advice I received 

from my elders have also been a great 
source of support. That is about my 
family life.

Q - Because you like being around other 
people, did you decide to join the 
military to be part of a large com-
munity?

A - It has been my interest.

Q - I see you are very busy now running 
the country. But in your spare time, 
do you have any passion for movies, 
or playing golf or something? 

A - Yes, I enjoy playing golf and going for 
walks in my free time.

Q - Just one last question: what will be 
like your legacy be in the history of 
Myanmar?

A - My goal is to see my country become 
peaceful, stable, and prosperous. An-
other objective is to pave the way for 
the emergence of a strong democratic 
system. I also want to see our people 
become better educated. Democracy 
should be appropriate to Myanmar’s 
culture and circumstances, while re-
specting the rights of ethnic commu-
nities and supporting a federal system. 
My political goal is to build a peaceful, 
stable, and prosperous Myanmar with 
a democratic system that is suited 
to the country’s circumstances and 
supported by an educated population. 
I will do my utmost to work toward 
these goals during my term.
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker meets East Yangon University delegation

The Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker receives teachers and students 
from East Yangon University.
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