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RANGOON,
dDated the 7th Deco 1948,

Copy of the following is forwarded to the 3=
1. Chief Secretary Minis'ry of Home Affairs,

“2, Permanent Secv., Foreign 0ffice.

3. Inspector General of Police, Burma.

for informatinn,

s

( W4H,.LYNSDALE ) S.P.
for D,I.G, of Police, S,B, Burma.
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ADDRESS PRESENTED BY JAMIAT UL ULEMA NORTH ARAKAN,
ON BRHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF NORTH ARAKAN
TO -
THE HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER OF THE UNION OF BURMA ON THE
2CCASION OF IIS VISIT TO MAUNGDAW ON THE 25TH OCTOBER 1948
ok ok K _

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

On behalf of the vast majority of the penpls of North
Arskan which includes Maungdaw and Buthidaung Township, we
are elated to feel honouraed by this kind visit of You
xcellency %o our land and it is to us and honour rarely accor-
ded hy a Head of the VYovornment to welcome him vith unbounded
lovalty znd Adevohrion amidst us.

In humbly tendering this reartiest welcome on behalf
of our people of this part of the Un'on of Burma we most
emphatically wish to express our pecple unstinted loyalty
and Zevotion to the Union of Burma, the people of which we
2re a part, TIn axpreasing this loyalty and devotion to
tniz eountry of oure, we have in mind to dispel any
nisunderctanding thet has boen created about us amongst
som2 of our bretherns inhabiting othor parts of the. Union
of T i%ina ‘he~> h~s bren some propaganda golng round about
that we are as 2z people, labouring to unite «ith Pakistan
or that we are creating a states of thines directing towards
“he disruption of the Union. On behalf of our people, we
wvish %o clenr this misunderstanding once for 211 and declare
that we 28 a whole never want to be seceded from the Union.
e emphatieally way th-t we will always be within the Union
of Burma as her most Loyal Citizens.

We feel tha®t we should appraise your Excellency of
the Historical background of our people in this part ofthe
Union so that there may not be any doubt as to umr rights
and status. We are dejected to mention that in this countyny
we have bsen wrongly taken as a part of the race zenerally
known as Chittagonions and 'as forelenera. VWe humbly submit
that we are not. We have a bhistdry of ~ur own district
from that of OChittagonians. We have culture cf our own.
Historiczlly e ore a race by ourselves our religion of
Islan was propagated amongst our ancestors by the Arabs
sin e 738 A, D,. in this lani of ours,

The Arabs settled down &in Coastal places in Arakan
first in 723 A.D. They brought with them the religion of
Islam., By iner- marriages with these Arab settlers and by
conversinn the religlon of Islam became a living force
amanget us ind now we have at lasast 95 percent of our people
professing this great relision. -“he existence of curious
Arab lMosques known as "Buddar Mukan" reverencad by Buddhlsts
and Chinese as well as Mchsmmedans alonz the Arakan coast



« 2 -

oast testify the trouth of this histerdeai fact.
\ /NG gddar Mukans date back to the tenth Centrury A.D.
RS 1s still a Buidhhar Mukan standing in . Akyad Town,

i

" iipegered by all the communities in Akyab, “his living

fact testifies the existence in this ecountry of the religion
of Islam in tenth Century A.D: The descendente of thase
early Arab settlers were known as Ruwangyas or Ru!hangxas.'
Our people and most of theé people professing Islam in Akyab
district are the decendents of these Ruwangyas or Rushangyas
and converts, The religion of Islalm was recognized and
respected by many of the Kings of Arakan, In the middle ages,
mapy of the Arakanese Kings adopted Islamic nemes for theme
celves, such as X1i Khan (1434<59), Kalama Sha (Ba SBawpyu)
(1459-82) , Hussain Shai (Minkhamaung) 1612-22) and Min Bin
as Sulton (1531-58). hese kings while introdueing coinage
system, inseribed " Kalama™ the Mohngnedan confession of faith
in Persion seript on their coins, he Court la ge was
"~ persion, All these facts, we most humbly submit, conclusively
'~ show that we are as a race not new cbmmers or settlers in
‘this part of the country. Our race is as old as any other
races in Araskan, J1here are many villages and“places in
Maungdaw, Buthidaung and Rethedaung T ownships bearing Arabie
names side by sids with those of Arakanese, and to quoéte a
few instaneces, Arabic Nurnllah village, in Arakanese Tetuche
aungywa, Arabskah village, in Arakanése Hlaphawza ywa, Hanifae
tanki and s6 on, There are other historical facts and legends
also, with which we do not ventura t6 load this humble address
of ours, to show out racial status inh Arakan, :
- Bur spoken dialect is an admixturs of Arabie, Persion,
. Urdu, Arakanese and Benglias., This &dmixture in our dialect
‘ ecame to be adopted as we are a border race and which generally
| happened with other bordsr races of the Union.
Our ancestors used Arabic seript and this fact alss shows
the descent of our ancestors from thé early Arab settlers, ,
Our spoken language is diffepent from' that of Chittagonian
and the “engalis, We have adopted Urdu as our written langusge
only very recently while the. C hittagonians haee Bengalis as
their written as well as spoken langhage. At present we have
adopted and formulated a scheme for the introdéuction of Burmese
as our written languags. We venturé to submit that laek of
teachers and schools for theworking 6f the scheme, retarded
its progreas, {
In tha last war», duaring, the.Nort$ Arakan campaign our
people of Maungdaw, Buthidaung and K§aukt§w gacrificed their

lives and properties and fonght against the enemy and gave

it a crashing blow, for the attainment nf freedom of Burma and
their bhrilliant and heroic records will, certainly, go down

%o history like other races of Burma| )

Our peopls inhabit ths area comprising Maungdaw and Buthidaung

Townships and that part of Rathldaung T ownship to the West
of Mayu River, A%t least 95 per cent of the population in
this area are our people. <~he population according to

1931 ecensus is not less than 280,0004 This census does not
include the population of some 12 villages in Maungdaw
Township, in which 12 villages no'cei:us w128 taken at all, = .
This ia faet shows that the populatinn of our psople inhabitation
the area geographiecally defined above having a charaeter of
its own 1s In no way less than the pdpulation of the Chin
8pecial Division which has 220,410 #nhabitants. Ll ek

Our people had been neglected and oppressed under the Alien

British Rule and when our country regained its freedom our
people were jubilous and at onice fell that all the ills of a
Foreign Rule would be cured and that our people would enjoy
fair play and ‘sympathetié understanding in the hands oi,thﬁ
free Government of our country, the Union of Burma,  -‘hé
divide and rule Policy of an Alien Govts had creatéd in the
past a large measure of misunderstanding iﬂg distrust between
our people and our Arakarfesé brethrens, “his Poldey .
culminated in the maseacre of 1942 of our people residing in
various parts: of Akyad Distriet. Tﬁ“ﬁs ‘,ﬁhhap_;‘yf; épisode
brought in, in 1ts tail, eommunsl fends through out the whole
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" whole of Akyab D.‘cs*rict.h We &% :
' happenings from the minde 6f us &11 ah o an amicable
. settlement between onr pecple and ¢ Arak:aneﬂé ‘brathrens,
“We venture to submit that to achieve. ,hid hapoy result certain
 unbalanced things in the administratibn of our area heeds
- Your Excellensy's syﬂpathétie 8 tenthoh and change for a
= better understanding. '
We feel that it is our bourdén dnt “to dppraise Your Excellency
& in this visit of the said unbalanced nature of the administra-
“%ion in this area where we residé so6 that Your Excellency may
“Be able to pour Your Excelleney's kihd heart ®fe for any

‘qhb this mmam

':";gg “redrese that may be nacessary,

: 8ince the days of British AdminiLtratien; we have been
an oppressed peoplé, oppressed by the| Officiaidom under the

" British., We are sorry to find that traces of these i1lls are
8t1ll in existence, In our Township Advisery Committee; we
are given 2 representatives as sgainst 11 for our  Arakanése
hrethrens, though our people forms 96 percent of thé tofal

- population in the bwnship. Our people ard plaeed under

. Arakanese Headman in villages wHere wb are in great majority,
We had officers and othHer personals professing @ur faith in
the Administration of our area beforé a Member of our Arakanese
brethrens was posted to Arakan as a Cémmissioner and during
his Administration almost all the offlicers and personals were
withdrawn from the Administration in|our area and they were
:qreplaced by Arakanese Officers and personalss Our people have
“not been considered for appointments in the Unicn Military
‘Foreces, <Lhese are, we are sorry to inbmit, soma of the
'811ings attacking the minds of our vedple. Beésldes these,

. yery recently, we are sorry to learn, that for the coming
ﬁaneral Electiony Buthidaung m Tow%tup with {.a population of

*Swr 20,000 is alleted one Seat and “4ungdaw Township with a
‘, population over 120,000 was alloted two seafﬁn for the Chamber of
| Deputies; whhress Akyad and Rathidaung 'Ibwﬂsﬁip with a population
. ‘of about 1204000 conbined, are given three asdts; and Myohaung
and Kyauktaw with a population of about 180,600 conbined are
‘given three seats, W@ have undergond great paing at heart to
learn this unequal troatment given to jus and we venture to -
submit that on populatlon basis alone Maungdaw and Buthidaung
Townships re entitled to be alloted not less than five seats in
the Chamber of Deputies.  After due |consideration and meditation
. we are driven to féel that there was #nd 18 diserimination
operating against our people in severdl ﬂﬂas of life in frakan,
Wg fervently hope that ell eoncerned inrrespective of race, and
ereed will work to eliminate this unbalanced discrimination in
the land of ourse “his state of aff
of apprehensiion and aissatisfaction
pedples The existence of these elem
taken advantage of and played upon by undémocratie and laweless
forces of Arakan and a few of the weak minded members our people
1;:%1 & prey to the preaehiﬁgs and pur tions of thede laws=less -
cad,
- Qur people are peacealmng ‘and 11le there was campaign of
non-payment of Revenue t ough out Ara j any all our people have
been loysl and paying Re es to the Govermment regularly,
Only very redently lawlessness and u ocratic forces crept
into out midst, and we are sorry to state that many of our
innocent people in the villageﬁharo suffering on account of these
lawless eletents, Thase sre the 1itt @ things which can be
elassified as the effects of t césuses of dissatisfaction
previously sdfd, We venture to mbanur at it 48 our bourden
. duty teo bring these misled membars of ‘psople back into the
- realm of democracys We ddéhna ve swn work m !‘or the -
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irs ¢reated sertain amownt
n the minds of our
ts amongdt our people was
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realization of this’ as.m.
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ditions and a fairly iu-ke population with a
onomie self sufficiency. @ “he desire of our people

- form percent of the;population_ighabiting the area consists
' ing of Buthidaung and Maungdaw townships and that portion of

- Rathidsung township to the West of Mayu River, is to maintain
" the distinet identy of this.area‘ag a geparate administration

unit within the Union of Burma, he paramount will of our
people of this area is to place it under the direct control

., Government of the Union of Burma, eveh if the rest of Arakan
. enjoys the status of a meparate state or an Antonomus Region
¢ of the Union. Our area being one on the border of the Union,
© we feel that we will be better protected from thé inroads of
‘ the people of a Foreign State, if we are directly under the

rotection of the Y“overnment of the Union, Our srea is already
6o thickly populated and weé do not degire to have any addition
of immigrants to our areas We are economically self-sufficient

5 4%t is not necesgsary for us to import agriculture and other
“ labourers as is requirod in other parts of Akyab Districte.

.~ We do not depend upon Foreign labour for our agricultural

gurposes ds is necessary in other parts of Arakan, We submit
hat the creation of the aréa inhabitedl by our psople as a
separate Administrative unit is the only means to solve the

. deverse problems facing us here.

If this propesition # not practickble in the opinion .of

! Your Emeelleney's Governmenty we further crace leave to
. represent that our ares may be crested as a separabe distriet
. Wlth local autonomy on equal Region of Arakan, Statistie

Suprort our case that our area returns! sufficient Revenue te

~ *un it as a separate district, Akyabngstrlct as 1t now is

I an oversized district in the Union of

ma with its- population
of 76,000 the largest population of any one distriet in the
Union. As a separate district our area/will compare favourably

" well with that of Insein.

i We are conscl-us that the Union of Rurma'af this juncture
of her History requirds the greatest of “ational solidarity
needed by any natlon for her very exlstence, wé are consclous

- that there sheould he complete unity amongst all the races of

the TUnion, we cannot and well nevér appreclate and encourage
any lawlessness in the couniry. We aséiure Your FReellency
that our people will eo=-operate with Y§ur Excellency's Govte
to the ohliterate lewlessness in the country, We are one

- with Your BEHxcellency when Your Excellency addressed the
- Regional Autonomy Commission, that "What then is the foundae

ion of whieh the natinsnal unity shonld be bullt? To put it
in a nut-shell the firm foundation ia no other than tge
satisfaction of all the firm foundation 1s no ¢ther than the
gatisfaction of all nstionals ... To|put it briefly, satisface
tion 1is not other than conviction by edeh national group that
it 1s rocelving fair and just treatment at the hands of others.
Msre 'ip ssrvice cannot get satisfactiony it must be implemented
by deeds,” i

On hefhalf of our people in offerime this address of
Welcome to ¥Your Excelleney to our humble land, we also offer

- our prayer for Your Excallénsy&s long 1ife and we pray "Long

live the Union of Burma, and she may eler be guided by the

-wigest of all statesmen™,

/ We bmer erain loyal servants 6f
the Union of Burma,

{

president and members, on behalf
of the Jamiat=UL«Ulema.

Kz, D/~ 15,11.48,



