AUCUST 1960

dan o S

UNITY AMONG OURSELVES

T think [ must discnss the

aobiva of Unity and try to
wppiy it in the contexs of our
Arakanese affairs.  In Arakan,
Arshanose Buddhists and Arskn-
noes Mualinee form gwo important
ethnic groups while there nlso exist
other racial groups such as Chin,
Mro, ete.  Buddhiste are however
in the majority. Therefore, with-
ol unity between the Ambanese
Musiims and the Arakanese Bud-
dhists. there will be no peogress in
Arkan in fature,  If we want veal
pesce. progresa and prosperity for
the lamd of the Golden Pagodas,
we must sink all our differences
and =Arive to get unity smong 18
by any possible means.

Thaere must be unity hotween
the Arakanese Buddhists snd the
Arakanese  Moslims and  there
should also exist unity among the
Apkanese Muslime themselves

To get wnity smong ourselves,

BH[N(} an Amkanose Mualims,
L

L may uote below three examples

from  international politica. The
firt example is from o Middle
¥unst  country. Lebanon, In
Lebanon, like in Arakon, there are
two main gﬂll:%ﬂ of people, namely,
Muslims and Christinns, whe live
peseefully s nd  harmoniously.
‘onstitutionslly. the Prosident of
the country is always a Maronite
Christian, while the Prime
Minister s 4 Sunni Muglim. The
co-operation  among them  has
helpsd bo achieve the countey’s
wnity aad progmuu which iz a
nnbter of vamarkabls interest.
The second exnmple is from
Cyprus in the Maditerranssn. In
thir Exlund also Turkish Muslioms
pnd Greek Christinn: sre bving
hand in hand. They came @ an
wgreement only rovently,  But
before that both the parties had
been fighting ench other over the
grestion of whether Cypeus shoald
morge with Greece or with Turkey.
There were feuds and bloodshed.
Cyprus is now on her way to inde-
pendence. The President and the
Vice President of the countey shall
be Greek Cypriot and Turkish

Need for Arakanese Unity

Cypriot respeotively.  All other
mpmdbilit?:s and {mmﬁta in the
countey are to be shared propor-
tionately between Christians and
Muslims.

The last  example is from
Singapare. In this most imporsant
sea port of South Bast Asia,
there  are peoples of Chinese,
Indiaa, Pokistani and  Malay
origing living side by side, main-
taining their country's progress,
oulture, dimmity and  prosperity
The main important groups among
them are the Malaye and the
Chinese. Now, in this autonomons
state of Singapore, the head of
the state i a Malay snd the Prime
Minister is a Chinese. The Chinees

The author considers that in view
of the special natere of the couniry
and the seatimenis of the Araka-
nese, wo case for & separate Arakon
State exists. He fears that by jes
creation Che of the Union
of Burma, a small underdevelsped
coumtry, would be weakened. He
ndvocates, instead, for anigy
bedween the Arakaacse Buddhists
snd the Arakanese Muslims, and
amosg the Arakanes¢ Muslims
themselves (0 work for peace, pro.
gress and prosperity in Arakan.

are in the mujority while the
indigenous Malays are in  the
minority. Both the communities

proportional  representation.

pore is trying to become one
of the states of the Foderation of
Malays. If she ean become an,
the hesd of the state and the
prime minister of the country will
be both HMualime.

We wun deaw  an  analopy
betwoen our beloved Arakan and
the countrivs mentioned ahave,
Therofore. it is our duty to try
haed %0 get uvnity between the
Buddhists and the Muslims of
Arakan. Then only can we gehieve
m@u and prosperity in our

I feel very to mention that
thore is also a of wnity anong
the Amksnese Muslims them-
solves. The main eauses of the

by
Mohamed Akram Ali

disruption  of unity smeny themw
arestiveind and sectional prejudices
Same of them styvle themselves as
Bowengvas  while  others  aall
themselves Kamans and vet others
Chittagonian  descendants  ofe.,
wndd they tuke pride in boing o
eslled. Soeme of them have a
deep-sented sense of lovalism and
therefore take pride in their birth
places suweh as  Maungdaw,
Buthidaung, Akyab, Mrohaung,
Kyaunktaw, Kywukpyu, Sandowsy
ete, If we go on in this way,
I enn suy with certainty that we
will not be able to schisve any
woond work. nor will we be able to
get unity among ourselves.  This
will indeed hamper the progress
of our community in particular
and of Amkan in genessl |
should  therefore like 1o request
my people that they should forget

the past and make the future
bright by sinking thewr ravial
differences. Then only, 1 hope,

we ean reach our goal without fail.

Achieving unity among the
Muslims is very ensy if they
follow strictly the examples set
forth in the Quean and the
Hadith. In Islam there is no caste
system, Religionsly speaking. all
Muslims are on the same level
irrespective of whether one is rich
or poor. This i« manifested in
congregational prayvers in
Mosgues where they have to stand
in rows in whieh the aich
stand side by side with the pour,
Those who come first take their
plaees in  the front, snd those
coming late tuke their plaees in
the rear, We must tey to apply
these neble religious principles in
our daily life.

The question of granting state-
hood to Arakan, viewed from the
natare of owr country aml the
sentiments of our people. is not
at all aceeptable on principle.  [f
we statchood,  we  cannot
keep social justice wmong our-
selves, expocially between the two
major seligions groups — Arskanese
Budilhists and Arakanese Muslims,
Furthermote, it will wesken the
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steength of the Union of Barms,
which s & small undar-developed
in which ereaiion of more
aiabes @ rot desimsble
I Arskan besomos & state by
the will of the jority, chon we
whoudd not forgst enn 1
have guoted above of L
Cyprus sl Singapore, Thes the
Arakanes lunh{; le
swe that these b Unlts
dastior sl Bqualisy smong
Araltaneae Buildhists end Araka-

amiong vereeives and the dostiny
of the proposed state would wew
veey ghoomy.

In this sonnoction, b us tako an

example frem a g
country, Pakistas. s
there wors states and eos in

both the Bast sl the Weat wings
In ecoch provicos there werm
& governor snd 8 premier  with
T own vabinet an Jovers.
mt bater cfiminated all thes

pd provinces and
le&h«:mtwuh

wch as Badt and Wes

prerrnaenl b saved money sad
ot ridd of troubles, disanity sad
ihvlulud

As | g s Arakamess  Musbin,
[ shall pot like to hear of, or bear
war fulare distiess and Booasdshod
So 1 am dutybound 16 exprees
ny sinlu':n‘\mvu o my peajile.
w& h Almizhty bectow on our
;auph understamiling 0 avoul
uture mishaps and disdooss. We
mﬂmhﬁunhoundb
make our future ha sad pros
peenus. K Arakoan s mush
wark to be done and weé can eaery
i oout by haviag sueily smeng
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THE HUMBLE OIL-LAMP
088:85

From Tin Mot's “Lasters. Lite Lyrine’ w Burmese—

Transtasion by Kennerh g Sein,

It's true, the humble Oil-Lamp
Canuot veach the sxaited Hrights

Of the Klite and palatial Mowes :
s true. the bumble Oil-Lamp
Cannot iHemioe the petalbstrewn Path
f the sophisticated, whe thrive

On Clonds and ride the Moon {

s true, the bhumble Ok Lamp

Has littie strongth. - just enoagh

To gaidr a straggler thro’

Who hus steay'd o'ap the rutted Track,
And soothe hin rostiess ifeart

Its enbour ¢

Not like the Sun,

Nor like the kght of Moon

Noi brghs s ali !

Yot from its huble angle.

At confident of e little power
‘\n.al with faith, maybe,

It wants to give o subtle towch of Hesuby
To the wide world sround-—

With it humble Light!
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