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! with your kind parmission let me point ocut gome of the
kuriau91y misrepresented facts put forward by kr. s.A.Ghafler in
Lnlyinq to vour aditorisl "Sudetsan Enelims”™ in your issue of 28th

?wry;gt .

| ‘'"ha lenrned writer stated that th~ people of the baungdaw
Lomendvinion were uirectkwm decendants of Arad travellers who setltled
and 8th centuries and have no connection with Indis and Pskistan
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/ia suld that at a time when the other indigenous races such as Tireto-
Bwrmana, Mon-Khamers and Tai-Chinese and others were infiltrating into
lths fertile valleys of Burma these Arad travellers and warriors had
ifound Arakan sulitadle lend and the local chiafs who were few in numuer
thare favoured them by giving them high positions and ranks rllowing
them to marry with royal and commen families, The decendants of these-
lArabg developed into a comrunity of orthodox Kuglims gnd came tO be
jynown as Rwangyas, He further stated that the religion of Islam in
laffect took root in thig 1pnd (Argken) since 7th century A.D. and
ibeceme & living force in Arskan since 788 A.D., whereas the summons

{of Luddhish took root only in 1044 during the relgn of King Anawranhta

330 end po forth,
Sir, if you turn over the pages of histoly written by Arther
Phayre, G.E, Harvey, Scott etoi- which you lesrned writer hsd referred
50y you will find that nothing definite had been mentioned about the
ATal LTAVeliels wii aebtles in sy part ol arskan or surma, Againg il
‘you .only turn over the pages of more original snd smtheritative .books
i about the encient Argb Travellers by the name of "Anocient account of
E:India Ghina" by two Mohamedsn travellers who went %o those parts, in th
47th and 9th centuries "Translated by Eusebins Remsndot who was well
Norsed in Arabic languages and iiterature and who.did reserch. uonks
ﬂ-gnvghc fleld of the sccounts left by ancient Arab‘tDAVpllers.‘ycth;;l
4:find that the Arad ware good sallors and hed travelled far and wide,
But the names they given for the places they reached were disastrous

«and nothing could be located properly, Cut of many such travellers Ehe
racoounts of the two who could give the ‘best recards are nonticpg%t;n

A in his booke One travelle@ in the 7th century and thn other in the Sth
d contury, The names of the places given there show oloarly that the

4 arrivel of Arad travellers in Araksn had never been definite, Tpe olos
4 63t nime they could was about the island of Ramani, which could lio
.aaywhere between Coylon end Achen in bumatra, The people of that 3.:,1
ware mentioned to eat human flesh, %ill they dare to settle An. suoh

vt netorions place if ever it happened to be near or in Arakan when
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it {fhey could find plenty of other goeod and civilised plgces of which
thay have mentioned 7 How could the learned writer say definitely that
w.6:tzithe Arab had settled in Maungdaw Sub-Uivigion and were known as.

S el Rwangyns 7 I reslly wonder,

And the famous lbn Batula who spresd Iglammism in tbhe far Lggt
3180 had never touched sny p:rt of Zurmas.
Mow let us see how far cther points which he mesntioned are true.

“A34lf we turn tho pazas of "Faper on sudjacts ralating to the irchgeclcory

#ou will get more light on the matter if ycn'refar to the "Trpvels of

#rair Sgbastsn ¥anrigue" translated by Cols Iumard end assisted by

P ather Hosten (Eskluyt soo}ety Fublication Series IXI, Vol, 59, Sj). He

,;:;ra some accounts written by the late Colonael Lugrd in connection with

h:fhe subject, fm wrote this introduction in 1927 only after conazultine

““4rry closely with G.E. Harvey who wrots the Higtory of Furma snd pub—

'”ﬂjished in 1825,

?L, “The Arskaenese actually of Eongoloid race, The probably came from

‘listern Chinn. Ihey speak a dialect of their own which‘ branched-off

‘:yn Adhipotl etcs “hloh proves the prevalence of Brahmanics 1n!1ﬁbnc'

% or Arakan cut orrthongh it is by high ranges frce the rest of Burm
“”73?Yf*.easily accegsible from the sea end by this segeboasrd cams the Indip

53;5 a second stresm lzter 4in which imported Buddhism, et

| :;'é,ifw The Great Imagze of Buddha at Eahamuni is traditionally asoribed

: T Sendathuriya's day (146-98) end it certainly date back to the early

Wlars of Christinn era, The use of Devansgri soript on the- medallsons
the early rulers also proves Brahmsnical Influencey i '

Yohamedan influence came later. King Narameikhla (1403—54) was

s was well received, After his reinstatement with the help of bangal
”ultnn, the Argk: nese Kings began to use “uaélmnnfté

s - -~ -
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Jhls ring seized chittasong, which practically ramained om Argk-ne
rns3233icon until it was retaken by Shayasta Khan for the imperor Sheh
Jahan Zxxkuswzs in 16667,

lnuz ywu can auzslly follow how Brammanicel, Buddhist and Kohamedan
idnlucnuce came into Araknn,

siry the learued writler clso mentioned that there were mosgues in
VOILOWA prlto vl capken anu claimed as 1f only Iglamnism was worshippe
Gooocr Shads cudaniss, he ghould remsrder that due to ‘the religions
¢eleruice of the puddhist Kipgs who ruled Araksn not only Hohamndénigm
out alizo Christian feiths are allowed to worship and not only Mosques
wzre (llowed tu bolild ovut alco vbristisn Churcbhes. Moreover, it was Ju
Lo ploinse the {ureign Lerceneriss and merchents of various faiths who
under thore Lipngs. Ludinig the 17th Century we could definitely
wied vend the nipngs of arakan Fortugusse, Japenese, Burmese snd Noguls
apcenerles at thelir service, (see manricgues' travels). Sir, the lesrn
wrlber way not brlieve 1f I cite the above fasts from History Books
lvritten by Yurmece or Araksnece Historiens. So let us look through mor
cocounts written oy Luropesn travellers who definitely reached Arsksn
in 15%h sng 17¢h cepvurlies, !
“eessesthicl river reaches the sea st two points, at the port of
clousen (Urittezuzyg) on one side and in the other at Dobazl, where
r.:2e sre settlements of merchsnts of various nationalitiss, most-of
ith:m oeing Maumctous with a captain of the same faith". (p.207 Hanrique
! r Ly R U

—
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travels Vole I, -
“lne farther ugon reacbing asasan went in search of the Chrigtians.
¢ them civided into three Jandels. One was called the Bandel of
the sortugueses. .here they live alone and had a churoh,  in whiach the
fotool puld Mess. sus second was the vssndel of ths Janpanese, liaving
been kindly recelved by the king, they had settled there in large numbe
wibly tuelr femilies, all were Christians. The third Bendel was that of
tore iiners, inocluding butoh, tnglish and Frenoch Settlers".(Journey of
fuiizd Ae rarinha, o.de from Viegna to Arakan, 163940 by Fgther Mosten
puclisned in Catholic Herald of India, Cslcutta, 1907, pPesps59-60), "~
If you réfer "wehontens' Voyages Vol, I 167 ££f™ and "a letter from
... #fatn2r Jobn Cabral, G.Jd., about the fall of Eugli. The Catholic Hermld
. 7lox Julcutta 1918"., You can find the same facts., Although thers was such
reilslous tolerations, both Kohamedanism and Christisnity were not able
.: 4o inluce .rgkanmese vuddhists %0 their faithse. Acakgnesge remain staunch
o gbuddiuist up to the present day vdth famous Pggoda .all over the country.
4Th-t 13 why the foreign w?itern found most sppropriate® name Arskan ue
4"'h~ Land of the Great Image" See Mguric Collis "The Land of the Great
~MInaie ana D.G,E, Halls® burope snd Burma.
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# cpn divide in General about the Arakan Muslims as followsi-
(1)Arulsn Kuslims before ssylsta Khans's refuge in Mraguk U.
(2) r:kon Muslims ofter Sayista Khen's refuge and
(5)erckun tuslims after british occupation, '
. varing the relgn of Hinkham&ung a big battle was fought near the
presziat town of Noakhell with the Moguls in which due to the teaching
?f Gonzales Tibes, the notorious Fortuguese the battle was lost and the
littageng Lietrict was depopulated, (gee the Portuguese Asis by Paria
9. jouss translated by ttevens. Book 3 Tem III Pert II Chap VIII,)
:}or;u’nc*f Yerceneries were kept vy the King at Diagna near Chittagong.
furpoanly to check the enchroschment of the Moghuls. "But thils idolato-
: gc;a Auik o well snderstonod the intentioa of the kauretsn logul, and like
vlse sorter tcok steps to secure the principal doors of the atate,
"E*r)‘;h wlilch that powerful {oe could most easily enter"," Co the For-
Tusucse from the Yagh country consistantly make war on these people,
enteiine thelir territory in their fleets, with occasionally a few Vagh
' 103_11«13 fcllowing in their wake. They usually mede these general attacks
" thres or four times in the year irrespective of minor raids duridg the
C fiva v2ars 1 gpent in the Eingdom of Arracan, some eighteen thoussnd
prepla came to the Fort of Visgna and Angaracale. (Vol. I p.283,p.286.
"!'.1:17"1.;‘1'0‘1' trpavels)
' ‘M1 Lhittagong district was thus repopulated by Portuguese lMercener-
iies (see Vole leie14h Lunriqua;' travels), Horeovor Ohittagong is very
to thz Viceroyality of Bengsl in Mogul Znpire whose hiatory ‘shows’ that
Jtheipr Iglem religion came first with Afgan dunssty and then with Moguls.
“pom Shees facts it 18 orystal clear that the Mohamedan faith in that
’}EFEA -5 not came vith the Arabs. Andé the present Ilslammism which
‘ brqutls in Araksn definitely aspread from those of Bengale
uslims of MNaunhgdaw Sub-Division according to the historicel faots
dwsere n:ither decendants and followers of those Moguls who came along
j-iii . ins Narameikhla on the Kammans who were followers of 3Shah Shuja.
o i nd =2 cifted above only near the
“IJeiuy o vrsuk ¥, If the learned writer insists on asying that there had
“1been juclim settlemsnt in Meungdaw Sub-iLivision they sre probably eithe:

“ithe decendants of those who were brought down by the Fortuguess as
' "Oéslavea to repopulgte Chittagong.

"I; Zuslin problem had never cropped up in Arsken bsfore the British
"Ufﬁoccupation. Cnly after that period this problem cams in the whole of

R

“4Aky 0 Jistrict especially liaungdew Sub-Livition. Due to the open door
- jpolley or the Lritish, tertility of the soil, hardship in Chittagong
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istrioct and the closenesa of the border which is easily amcessible,

jnittagonian immigraents came into Arakan and settled mostly in that
Luo—bivision. 1t oun be clearly secn if we look through the sensus

$eports. (se® B.R. Iearn's Mixed Races of Burma also). Ane the Mujahid

Jjroblems came in demanding for the sereration of Akyab District into two

birtacomes in headed by Mr. AsGhaffar and Sultsn Ahmed, From all the
E':ts cited anove we can see that the great majority of the Muglinm
;?Etlbrs of Maungdaw Sub-Uivision sgre definitely nsither the decendants
y= the Argb gettlers nor the followers of Moguls who came along with

3inﬁ hargsmeikhla not the Kgmmans,

; In conclusion 1 am definitely with all the Argkanese bBuddhists anA
%nt 0f the reel indigenous Muslims snd against the move of some Muslius
l:rlers of Muungdaw end Buthidaung Townships to divide the rkyad Distvict
e tvo prrts rs it willl certainly create more complicated problems
Effecting the integrity and unity of the Union of Burma.

Phaw Zan
University Oollege
Rangoon., '
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( From 6th Saptenbez;(i'ss\ie "Thé Guardian" kegmErine’ )
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